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Duke \n' rit’ 


JUN 14 195! ma 


Early Assembly Actions 


Durham, ' 
THROUGH SATURDAY 





A GNES SCOTT president, Dr. McCain, is named Moderator. . . . Later 


requests Assembly to grant permission to appoint joint Moderator to 

aid him, naming J. L. Fowle. . . . USA church sends deeply moving 
statement, asking forgiveness for ‘‘whatever has been unworthy.’’ Frew, 
as fraternal delegate, proposes mass exchange of pulpits. . . . Associate Re- 
formed Synod votes 103-59 against union with any other group... . Joint 
hymnal with other Presbyterian bodies is approved unanimously and efforts 
are continued. . . . Hebrew requirement is continued as in past... . Ad 
interim report on church property received as information. . . . Charleston, 
W. Va. (First church) chosen for 1952 meeting. . . . Ad interim committees 
authorized (1) to study realignment of synodical boundaries and (2) to 
study de novo proposed merger of trustees of Assembly with Office of the 
General Assembly. . . . Change in Assembly meeting date is declined... . 
Retiring moderators to continue naming standing committee chairmen for 
next Assembly. . . Schedule runs well ahead of docket with five reports 
listed for Monday completed on Saturday. . . . Hot weather and no con- 
troversial issues contribute to listless meeting. . . . Pre-Assembly conference 
hears National Council’s first evangelist (Chas. B. Templeton) in impressive 

call to evangelistic effort. 

















Letters to the Editors 





System Gives No Individual Authority 





Participation of Elders 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


MR. DUNCAN’S LETTER in THE OUT- 
LOOK, (Feb. 12), “Authority by Default,” 
and the numerous subsequent comments 
flowing therefrom indicate the existence 
of a disturbed condition in many churches. 

Many pertinent statements about the 
elder and deacon have appeared. The 
minister is primarily responsible for the 
continued training and development of 
the other church officers and consequently 
deserves a part of the comment regard- 
ing the strength or weakness of the 
church standards. “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way.” 

The law and procedure of the Presby- 
terian church is fundamental and permits 
only of a strict interpretation and appli- 
cation of its standards. The standards 
include the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
and the Book of Church Order. The cur- 
rent plan of union with the ARP church 
contains this paragraph: “No one shall 
be ordained to teach or preach in the 
united church who cannot give an un- 
qualified assent to the doctrinal system in 
these standards.” Every minister, elder 
and deacon must give a definite affirma- 
tive answer to the question: Do you ap- 
prove the government and discipline of 
the Presbyterian church in the United 
States? The endorsement must be com- 
plete and final, otherwise the officer is un- 
worthy of the sacred trust assumed by 
him. 


THE CHURCH COURTS are composed of 


presbyters, all of equal standing. These 
four courts are one in nature, constituted 
of the same elements, possessed inherently 
of the same kinds of rights and powers. 
Every act of jurisdiction is the act of the 
whole church. Some authority is assumed 
by necessity, some by default, some be- 
cause of indifference and some because of 
egoism. The ruling elder has not demon- 
strated a full and positive knowledge of 
the church standards nor insisted upon 
his equal authority in the church courts. 
Committee assignments of every presby- 
tery and synod reveal the dominance and 
control by the teaching elder. 

The trend to loose and liberal interpre- 
tations of church standards has become a 
concern to many faithful members. At 
the risk of being presumptuous the fol- 
lowing thoughts are presented: 

Certain specific matters defined in the 
Book of Church Order are reserved for de- 
cision by the congregation. All other 
matters of jurisdiction are vested in the 
Session of the particular church. The 
Session is the governing body of the 
church, and as such, deserves the con- 
tinued respect, honor and confidence evi- 
denced by the congregation at the time of 
ordination, Its power of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction is always a joint power to 
be exercised at regular stated meetings. 
No minister, elder, deacon or member has 
any individual or several jurisdiction in a 
Presbyterian church. 


THE POWER of ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion is a joint power vested in a church 
court and never in an individual. This 
power is separate and distinct and should 
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never be confounded with the power of 
order. This power of order is wholly 
spiritual and may be exercised jointly or 
severally. It furnishes a complete out- 
let for all the energies of all the officers 
and members of a given church, This 
power includes the preaching of the 
gospel, administering the sacraments, re- 
proving the erring, visiting the sick, com. 
forting the afflicted, ministering to those 
in need and presenting God's message to 
the unsaved everywhere. All officers and 
members of a church who seek individual 
jurisdiction, but do not have it, should 
find complete spiritual satisfaction with. 
in the limits of the power of order. The 
fields are white to the harvest but the 
laborers are few, even among the officers 
of the church. 

Every pastor of a Presbyterian church 
should conduct training classes in the 
standards of the church for all officers 
and other church leaders. These classes 
should continue until all the basic truths 
of the Presbyterian doctrine are mas- 
tered. The session should elect its repre- 
sentative to the presbytery for a period 
of one year, requiring such representative 
to report to the session and the congre- 
gation. Ruling elder commissioners to 
the General Assembly should be elected 
for two years instead of one. 


ALL RULING ELDERS placed on any 
committee of the presbytery or synod 
should be considered as representatives at 
large, and should be required to attend 
all stated meetings of these courts during 
the term of the committee assignment, 
The synod is the least representative of 
the church courts. The last meeting of 
the Synod of Virginia was composed of 
170 ministers and 96 ruling elders. The 
representatives should be nominated by 
the churches and elected by the presby- 
tery in the same manner as the election 
of Commissioners to the General Assem- 
bly. Two for each thousand members 
would be sufficient. These names should 
be furnished to the stated clerk of the 
synod well in advance of the meeting, and 
every representative should be furnished 
with the synod’s docket at least ten days 
prior to the meeting... . 


INGRAM GOAD. 
Portsmouth, Va. 


Dates Changed 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The correct dates for the Assembly's 
Young Adult Conference at Montreat have 
been carried incorrectly in several places. 

To avoid any confusion for those who 
plan to attend the conference, we would 
appreciate your indicating that the actual 
dates for the conference will be June 29 
through July 3. 

The conference will begin at 3 p. m. on 
the 29th and will close at 1 p. m. on July 
3. 

WILLIAM P. ANDERSON, 
Director, Young Adult Work. 
Richmond, Va. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including Presbyterian, U. 8. and U. 8. A- 





TO SUPPLY PULPIT 


e@Okla., or Ark. June 24, July 1. H. G 
James, Cisco, Texas. 

@Richmond, Va., vicinity, 2-4 August 
Sundays. Wm. A. Baine, 5001 Bellaire 


Blvd., Bellaire, Tex. 


, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
Copyright 1951, by 


The Presbyterian Outlook. 
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Charleston, W. Va., Is Meeting Place for June, 1952 


Retiring President of Agnes 
Scott College Is Named 
Assembly's Moderator 


President J. R. MeCain, who is re- 
tiring after 28 years as head of Agnes 
Scott College, was named moderator of 
the 91st General Assembly in Orlando, 
Fla., on the second ballot. 

Other nominees were James L. Fowle, 
pastor of the First church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., of the 
Highland Park church, Dallas, Texas. 

On the first ballott the votes were: 
McCain, 174; Elliott, 134; Fowle, 112. 

The second ballot gave McCain 245 
votes and Elliott 167. 

Dr. Fowle was nominated first by Wm. 
H. McCorkle of St. Louis. He was de- 
scribed as ‘‘one who has contributed to 
the church as no other man has.”’ The 
Assembly, from time to time, has 
honored specialists; Dr. Fowle is a gen- 
eral practitioner. According to Dr. Mc- 
Corkle, Dr. Fowle has had a vital part 
in every phase of the church’s work; he 
called him ‘‘a heavyweight spiritually 
in Chattanooga, in his presbytery and 
synod. He is a favorite of youth and 
as a leader of the Program of Progress 
he has dotted the landscape with 
chapels.”’ 

His seconding speech, last in the en- 
tire series, was made by R. T. L. Liston, 
president of King College in the Synod 
of Appalachia. Dr. Liston said Dr. 
Fowle is “the man who put me in the 
Presbyterian ministry 31 years ago.” 
He called on the Assembly to honor the 
one who has done more to make the 
Appalachia what it is than 
any other two men. It is time, he said, 
to honor the workhorses upon whom 
you lay the responsibilities agreed upon 
here. 


Synod of 


P. D. Miller Nominates 


Second nominee was Dr. McCain, 
whose principal speech was made by 
P. D. Miller, pastor of the Druid Hills 
church, Atlanta. Dr. Miller described 
Dr. MecCain’s long and effective service 
as a ruling elder, a clerk of session. 
He said the nominee belongs in a group 
of about a dozen distinguished laymen 
who have been leaders in the church 
during its 91 years. Dr. McCain’s two 
great loves, outside his home, have been 
the Presbyterian Church and Agnes 
Scott College. In referring to his 
modesty, he said Dr. McCain is one of 
the few men who wears a Phi Beta 
Kappa key and habitualy prefers a 





MODERATOR McCAIN: “Only 
recommendation.”’ 


one 


He was chairman 
of the committee which set up the Pro- 
gram of Progress. He is a conservative, 
but he is a conservative with a progres- 
sive outlook and method. 

Dr. McCain’s election, said Dr. Miller, 
would, in some sense, be a recognition 
of the contribution which women have 
made to the church, in view of Dr. 
McCain’s distinguished record as presi- 
dent of a woman’s college. In the $1 
years of the church, he said, not a single 
representative of a woman’s college has 
ever been made moderator of this court. 
It is unthinkable that we should fail 
to recognize so distinguished a layman, 
so capable an elder, with this high 
office. 

Then came a spontaneous and obvi- 
ously unscheduled seconding speech by 
Paul H. Moore, Rock Hill, S. C., min- 
ister, who said he wanted to second 
that nomination with all his heart, that 
as he thought of who should be the 
moderator and talked with men on the 
train en route to the Assembly all 
agreed that Dr. McCain should be the 
man. 


double-breasted suit. 


Elliott Is Named 


Geo. H. Vick of the First church, 
Charleston, W. Va., nominated Dr. 
Elliott, pointing to the dramatic growth 
and advancement of the Highland Park 
church in Dallas where Dr. Elliott 
serves. There, he said, 505 members 
received into the church during 
the past year, more than in any other 
church; there benevolences to all causes 
led the entire Assembly. Dr. Elliott is 


were 


USA Delegate’s Greeting and 
Official Statement Are 
Highlight of Meeting 


widely invited all across the nation to 
preach; he is a writer of books; he rep- 
resents all the interests of the church. 
A pastor ought to be 
year. 


moderator this 

Dr. Elliott’s nomination was seconded 
by P. B. Hill, Hunt, Texas, minister, 
formerly of San Antonio. Dr. Hill said, 
“Bill Elliott is a great soul, he is a man 
of great evangelistic fervor. No man 
has the grip upon the young people of 
our Assembly that Bill Elliott has. No 
man will challenge the youth of our 
church to a devotion to Christ and to 
loyalty to the church as Bill will. Un- 
less we can recapture the youth of our 
educational institutions we might as 
well fold up and go home. . .. He 
is a conservative but not crystallized. 

Now, when our church is stress- 

ing evangelism, a leader like this, force- 
ful, young and challenging, will serve 
our church as no other man can.” 

Alton Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
pastor, nominated R. H. McCaslin, Or- 
lando, describing his long and effective 
service and stressing the fact that the 
Synod of Florida in all its history has 
had only one moderator and that 42 
years ago. D. T. Caldwell, Greensboro, 
N. C., seconded the McCaslin nomina- 
tion saying that the three requisities 
would be met in the election of this 
man: (1) he has the ability to serve 
as moderator; (2) the locality from 
which he comes should be recognized; 
(3) he is a man who is worthy. 

Dr. McCaslin expressed gratitude for 
the nomination but requested that his 
name be withdrawn. This was done. 


Time-Saving Tabulation 


Then came the vote. 
time the 


For the first 
method of tabulating 
votes (by tellers in a ante-room) was 
employed. Last year’s election of Dr. 
Lacy was one of three occasions in the 
church’s history when the election was 
by acclamation and no _ ballot was 
needed. The new method greatly facili- 
tated the Assembly’s business, enabling 
welcoming addresses to be made and 
routine business to be transacted. 


new 


Moderator and Chairmen 


Dr. Scott, the stated clerk, proposed 
that the question as to which modera- 
tor should appoint the chairmen of 

(Continued on page 6) 








Catholic Leader Doesn’t 


Like Blanshard Book 


Fall River, Mass. (RNS)—-Paul Blan- 
shard, author of two controversial books 
on the Roman Catholic Church, was de- 
nounced here as ‘‘a little guy with an 
Hitlerian complex’’ by James L. Con- 
nolly, bishop of Fall River. 

Bishop Connolly made the charge in 
an address to some 300 members of the 
(lron) Battalion, 101st 
Infantry Yankee Division of World War 
I, at their annual memorial service. 

He said that Mr. Blanshard “‘special- 
izes in the Hitler propaganda tech- 
niques. His method is that of the smear. 
He is not interested in truth; he is only 
concerned with securing the center of 
the stage and selling his sensational 


famed Second 


wares. He is a book peddler.”’ 


Ignite Old Fires 


Mr. Blanshard’s anti-Catholic writ- 
ings and speeches, the bishop continued, 
have “served to ignite the old, smoul- 
dering flame of bigotry. It is too bad 
that this self-appointed propagandist 
claims to speak in the name of American 
Protestantism. 


“There will always be those whose 
sole religion is to protect vehemently 
against anything and everything that 
the Catholic Church does or professes. 
We have yet to hear from them an ex- 
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pression of positive or constructive 
faith. We wonder if they have any. 
They are like the stubble, dried out and 
worthless, waiting for the flame of 
prejudice to arouse them. 

“But, thank God, there are men and 
women of faith who stand with the 
Catholic faithful in upholding all our 
American tradition, conscious that only 
in generous and understanding harmony 
can we save ourselves and our way of 
life. To such as these Mr. Blanshard 
is a sad embarrassment. . . . He 
offends the religious sensitivities of 
Protestant and Catholic alike.” 


“Democratic Institutions” 


Referring specifically to Mr. Blan- 
shard’s latest book in which he draws a 
resemblance between the Vatican and 
the Kremlin, Bishop Connolly said: 


“In the world today the Catholic 
Church is opposed and bitterly perse- 
cuted wherever Communism rears its 
ugly head. In the world today the 
Catholic Church has been and persis- 
tently will be on the side of democratic 
institutions.”’ 





PERCENTAGES RECOMMENDED 


Askings for General Assembly agen- 
cies recommended by the General Coun- 
cil for 1952-53 are as follows: 


1952-53 1951-1952 
World Missions 47.50% 44.00% 
Chureh Extension 22.25 24.85 
Education 10.00 9.15 
Annuities & Relief 8.00 7.06 
General Fund 11.75 14.20 
Inter-Chureh Agen- 
cies .50 -75 


The Council recommends that the His- 
torical Foundation be allotted $19,635 
from the funds of the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and also that the Commit- 
tee on the Minister and His Work be 
financed by the same office. This is ex- 
pected to amount to $15,000. Both of 
these items are expected to increase the 
per capita tax 1c, bringing it to 13e¢ per 
member. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


OHANGES 

J. Murphy Smith, formerly of Faison, 
N. C., has begun his new work as pastor 
of the First church, New Bern, N. C. 

J. Kelly Neal, Gonzales, Texas, will 
become pastor of the Trinity church, 
Houston, Texas, June 15. Address: 
7000 Lawndale, Houston 23. 

W. E. Giddens, Jr., formerly of 
Learned, Miss., is now in St. Joseph, 
La. Box 103. 

James R. Crook, Murphy, N. C., in 
the Reserve Corps, has been called to 
active service in the chaplaincy. He is 
to report to Camp Rucker, Ala. 

Edwin P. Elliott, Roxbury, Va., will 
soon become pastor of the First church, 
Central City, Ky. 








Correction: Gaston Boyle recently 
listed here as going to Johns Island, 
S. C., is Gaston Boyle, Jr., from San- 
ford, N. C., as indicated. 

Correction: Chester D. Denham, 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., is to 
become pastor of the Waughtown 
church, Winston-Salem, N. C., not the 
Covenant church. 

Hall Peebles from Yale Divinity 
School to 2100 McDowell St., Augusta, 
Ga., for the summer. 

Geo. W. Hayward, formerly of Tryon, 
N. C., has begun his new work as pastor 
of the Grace Covenant church, Orlando, 
Fla. 

J. W. Allen from Bulape, 
Mweka, to APCM, Kakinda, 
Congo eBlge, Africa. 

B. B. Hestir from Sterling City, Texas, 
to Cabot, Ark. 

Murray E. Love, formerly of Madison, 
N. C., is the new pastor of the Capitol 
Heights church, Montgomery, Ala. 104 
Calhoun Road. 

Robt. Stuart Sanders from Versailles, 
Ky., to 471 W. 2nd St., Lexington, Ky. 

Wilbur R. Parvin from Winnsboro 
Ss. C., to Laged, &. C. 

Geo. J. Traudt, who has been teach- 
ing in Clackamas, Ore., has been dis- 
missed by Mangum Presbytery to the 
Congregational Christian Churches of 
that state. 


APCM, 
Luputa, 


SUMMER PREACHERS 

In the inter-change of preachers be- 
tween Great Britain and the U. S. A., 
sponsored by the respective national 
councils of churches, the following men 
are to be in this country for a series of 
summer preaching engagements: Murdo 
E. Macdonald, Church of Scotland, Edin- 
burgh; J. Pitt Watson, Church of Scot- 
land, Glasgow; A. MecNaughtan, St. 
Columbia’s Church, Angus, Scotland; 
Olarence May, St. Peter’s church, Lon- 
don; J. Alfred Kay, Congregational 
Church, Guilford, England; M. KE. 
Aubrey, London. 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 

R. A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., re- 
cently observed the 25th anniversary of 
his pastorate there. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIANS 

James Harper Grier, moderator of the 
1944 United Presbyterian Assembly, has 
announced his intention to retire as 
president of Monmouth College (Ill.) 
June 20, 1952. He has been president 
since 1936. 

Clyde H. Canfield, pastor of the First 
United Presbyterian Church, Denver, 
Col., will take up his new duties as 
president of Tarkio College (Mo.) Au- 
gust 1, succeeding M. Earle Collins, now 
president of Missouri Valley College. 


STATED CLERK 

Gary Hoffius, 2112 Elmhurst Ave., 
Oklahoma City 12, is the new stated 
clerk of Mangum Presbytery, succeeding 
J. Allen Anderson. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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The Priesthood of All Believers 


Sermon of the Retiring Moderator at the Opening of the 91st General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Orlando, Fla. 


“But ye shall be named the priests 
of the Lord; men shall call you the 
ministers of our God.’’—Isaiah 61:6. 


S MODERATOR for a year [ have 
been impressed by the fact that 
the world needs three things, com- 

mitted in a special way to the Reformed 
Church, of which our Southern Presby- 
terian Church is a part: first, the doc- 
trine of God’s sovereignty; second, the 
doctrine of God’s grace; and third, the 
doctrine of the universal priesthood of 
believers. This third doctrine is rooted 
in and springs from the second of these 
doctrines. 


Transforms Men and Nations 


Once accepted and put into practice 
by believers it is capable of transform- 
ing individuals and nations. 

This doctrine was formulated by God’s 
first words from Sinai: 


“And Moses went up unto God, 
and the Lord called unto him out 
of the mountain, saying, Thus 
shalt thou say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Is- 
rael: Ye have seen what [ did 
unto the Egyptians, and how I 
bare you on eagles’ wings, and 
brought you unto myself. Now, 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treas- 
ure unto me above all people: for 
all the earth is mine: and ye 
shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation. These 
are the words which thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel.’’ 
(Exodus 19:3-6). 


Prior to this, faithful men had been 
the priests of their own homes and 
clans — Abel, Noah, Abraham, Job, 
Jethro, and others. Now it is foretold 
that the entire nation may become a 
kingdom of priests. All were to be holy. 
all were to offer sacrifices and prayers. 
But in order to school and discipline 
Aaron, from a special tribe, that of Levi, 
was to be set apart: clothed and 
anointed in a peculiar way as priests 
to mediate between God and his people 
and to offer gifts and sacrifices. This 
experiment was never altogether suc- 
cessful, even when the priesthood was 
reorganized under David. The conse- 
tration of a special group apparently 
did not prevent the secularization of the 
Nation, and in accordance with the pro- 


JUNE 18, 1961 


By BEN R. LACY, Jr. 
ad 


“Like people, like priest,’ the 
priesthood itself became degraded, and 
with the nation was swept into exile. 

Then it was that a prophet of the 
Exile renewed the prophecy of the 
priesthood of all believers. He it was 
who understood best the symbolism of 
the Tabernacle and of the Temple and 
described the Suffering Servant: the 
Anointed One, the Messiah, the Christ, 
who would bear the sins of His people. 
In the heart of these prophecies he an- 
nounced, ‘‘But ye shall be named the 
priests of the Lord: men shall call 
you the ministers of our God.”’ (Isaiah 
61:6) 


verb, 


A New Application 


It was difficult for men to realize that 
the Messiah, the Anointed One, the 
Christ, was to be the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world, and 
was to constitute himself the great high 
priest through his own sufferings and 
prayers. Yet after his resurrection it 
was given to his disciples to understand. 
When the Eunuch, quoting a part of 
Isaiah’s great prophecy inquired, ‘‘Of 
whom speaketh the prophet this?’ 
Philip opened his mouth and, beginning 
from the same scripture, preached unto 
him Jesus. 

With this understanding of the high 
priesthood of Christ, and redemption by 
his grace, came a new proclamation and 





LACY; “Relinquish any authority we 
have acquired,” 


a new application of the doctrine enunci- 
ated on Sinai and by Isaiah. Peter de- 
clared, ‘‘But ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.” (I Peter 2:9). And John on 
Patmos begins the great message of 
Revelation in these words: 


“John to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from him which is, 
and which was, and which is to 
come; and from the seven Spirits 
which are before his throne; And 
from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, and the first be- 
gotten of the dead, and the prince 
of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood. 
And hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; 
to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.’’ (Revela- 
tion 1:4-6). 


No Priestly Caste 


The New ‘Testament contains no 
slightest reference to a priestly caste 
in the Christian church. Apart from 
references to the Temple and her 
priests, the only uses of the word are in 
connection with the High Priesthood of 
Christ and the royal priesthood of be- 
lievers. As Christians lost the sense of 
their own divine vocation, to be holy 
unto God, they too created an official 
priesthood to whom they could delegate 
many sacred functions which they them- 
solves were unwilling to assume. 

The development of the hierarchy re- 
sulted. as in Isaiah’s day, in the ulti- 
mate secularization both of the people 
and of the priests. Rob men of their 
sense of sanctity and place other men 
between them and God and you debase 
them. The Reformation attempted to 
abolish the tyranny of professional 
priests and to restore the privilege of 
priesthood to all. However, human 
weakness persists and even in churches 
which most clearly enunciated the 
priesthood of believers the ordained 
ministers assumed too great authority 
and the people yielded their powers too 
willingly. 

James, I, of England, said in anger, 
“Presbyter is priest writ large.’’ The 
church is weakened when the minister 








either assumes or has thrust upon him 
by his members honors and functions 
which belong to all As members of a 
royal priesthood each Christian has a 
holy office, and individual ministers are 
rightly set apart for special offices and 
functions only when elected to such 
from among their brethren. 

It is the task of those of us who are 
ministers both to indoctrinate our peo- 
ple with the conception of their divine 
priesthood and to relinquish gladly any 
authority which we have acquired. 


Practical Results of the Doctrine 


The acceptance and application of this 
doctrine will have the following effects: 

It will destroy dictatorship in church 
and state and lay the basis of represen- 
tative government in both. One who 
feels that he is of the royal priesthood 
will delegate his powers to those of his 
own choosing but will not be robbed of 


them. It is no mere accident that rep- 


resentative government upon the face 
of the globe is found only in those lands 
where this doctrine has prevailed. Nor 


will the 
other land long continue to enjoy rep- 
resentative they either 
permit a priestly caste to assume their 


people of America or of any 


government if 


responsibility or neglect to retain their 
dignity and sanctity as individual priests 
before their God. 

We are too however, to 
identify the kingdom of priests with a 
particular political organization. A na- 
tion, as such, has never become Chris- 
tian. They are more often organized 
against God than for God. We have 
seen this in Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, 
and Communist Russia, but evidence of 
anti-Christian elements are not lacking 
in our own land. The hope, however, 
of al) nations is that within them there 
shall be enough Christians, imbued with 
their high calling, to transform the 
political, economic, and cultural ele- 
ments. 


prone, 


Each Occupation Under God 


The idea of Vocation, derived from 
that of the priesthood of all believers 
gives us this hope. Simply stated this 
means that every Christian exercises h's 
priestly offices in the occupation and cir- 
cumstances to which God has called him. 
In the Roman Catholic Church for one 
to have a religious vocation is to enter a 
convent, monastery, or the priesthood, 
but the true Protestant can be called 
of God to manufacture hats, or dig 
wells, or service automobiles—-each in 
his own sphere and calling. Thus is 
each occupation brought under the 
domination of Christ and men and wo- 
men engaged in any work approved of 
God are rendering a divine service. 

Such a_ conception practiced by 
owners, managers, and workers in in- 
dustry alone gives hope that peace and 
productivity and a better distribution 
of the good things of the earth can be 
assured. When from the least unto the 


greatest the Christian recognizes his 
work as holy unto God and designed for 
the helpfulness of God’s children we 
shall see fulfilled the words of Isaiah 
which immediately follow the text: ‘““You 
shall eat of the riches of the nations, 
and you will glorify yourself in their 
glory.” 


Martyrs Are Sustained 


It is the further acceptance and ap- 
plication of this doctrine which produces 
martyrs. Every reference to the king- 
dom of priests, both in the Old and the 
New Testaments, was made amid the 
suffering of God’s people: From God at 
Sinai to Israel recently delivered from 
captivity and facing forty years of 
wilderness wandering; from Isaiah to 
the Babylonian captives; from Peter to 
the dispersed and persecuted of Asia; 
from John to the church menaced by 
all the organized forces of evil. The 
Dutch in their flaming towns and flooded 
lands; the French through their Dragon- 
nades and Exile: the Scots through 
their Killing Times were sustained in 
their suffering by the thought that they 
were priests of God. Bishop Berggrav 
of Norway writes, “The Christian has 
two weapons, the Word and suffering,” 
and Mlle. de Dietrich has declared in 
her book, Le Dessein de Dieu, which has 
such a wide circulation in all of Prot- 
estant Europe, ‘‘Even as the priest held 
himself before the altar of God for all 
the people, in the same way the ‘people 
of the priests,’ this royal priesthood, 
holds itself before him for all the peo- 
ple of the earth.” 

While we of this Assembly may now 
be spared such sufferings, are not our 
Christian brethren in Korea and other 
ravaged nations making their sacrifice? 
And who knows how long it will be be- 
fore our own people will be called on 


GENERAL 


(Continued 


standing committees be referred to the 
standing committee on the Office of the 
General Assembly. Last year, without 
Assembly instruction, the retiring mod- 


erator was requested to appoint the 
chairmen; this year, with the Assem- 
bly’s instruction, Dr. Lacy was asked 


to appoint them. Later, the Assembly 
voted, upon recommendation of the com- 
mittee, to have the retiring moderator 
make these appointments. 

Mayor Beardall of Orlando, Dean M. 
E. Johnson of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
cathedral, Elder N. P. Yowell and M. 
S. Vergowe, of the host church, in addi- 
tion to the pastor, Marshall C. Dendy, 
spoke words of welcome. 

Assistant clerks named included: C. 
F. Monk, Savannah, Ga.;: E. L. Gage, 
Welsh, La.; and T. H. Pollard, Rock- 
port, Texas. 

The moderator’s election was made 
unanimous, upon report of the final 
ballot, when Dr, Fowle made the mo- 





to make their own offerings? Indeed, 
is not the entire task of the church 
bound up with the conception that the 
offering of sacrifices and of prayers must 
be made by every Christian in order 
that men may be brought to Christ and 
his Kingdom made triumphant? Payl 
declared, ‘‘Yea, and if I be offered upon 
the sacrifice and service of your faith 
I joy and rejoice with you all.” 


On the Verge of Revival 


Another impression which I will add 
to those enumerated at the beginning of 
this message, and one which has come 
to me with overwhelming insistence 
during the past year, is that our South- 
ern Presbyterian Church is on the verge 
of a great revival which will affect the 
work of our Church in its expansion 
through evangelism, in its teaching 
through all of its educational processes 
and in its world conquest through its 
missions. The realization of these ex- 
pectations, while dependent in no small 
measure upon the quality and number 
of our ordained men, is even more de- 
pendent upon all of our members, real- 
izing that they are to offer gifts, 
prayers, and sacrifices that will make 
them priests of the Lord and ministers 
of our God. 

John Owen in his classic on the Holy 
Spirit quotes Psalm 105:15 as follows: 
“Touch not my CHRISTIANS and do my 
prophets no harm.” ‘“Christ’’ means 
“the Anointed One.” When one has 
named us “Christians’ we have been 
named “‘the anointed ones.’’ Anointing 
was used only in the coronation of a 
king and the consecration of a priest. 
Christ was anointed as Prince and 
Priest, and all true Christians are kings 
and priests unto God and the Father. 

We shall reign forever and ever only 
if we assume our priestly functions. 


ASSEMBLY 
from page 3) 


tion, with Dr. Elliott seconding it. Dr. 
Elliott said, ‘‘He was my choice too.” 
In the induction ceremony, Dr. Lacy 
presented the new moderator with the 
silver gavel and passed on to him the 
Celtic Cross which has now been pre- 
sented, in succession, to three modera- 
tors. An identical cross follows the 
same course in the USA church, both 
of them having been presented three 
years ago by the USA’s Assembly’s pres- 
ent moderator, H. Ray Anderson, who 
expressed the hope that eventually, 
when the churches are united, the two 
crosses may be welded together. 


McCain Response 
Dr. McCain responded to his election 
with feeling, in these words: 


“Fathers and Brethren, I am aston- 
ished that you would select a poor lay- 
man when you had the opportunity of 
choosing great preachers. I appreciate 
it more than I can tell you. I can’t 
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do this job as well as so many others 
have done. It is one that I did not 
crave to have. [| think you really rec- 
ognized the preaching ability of P. D. 
Miller in taking a poor text and ex- 
pounding it. I think you chose age 
pefore beauty. I would say this, that 
with all my heart and soul I would like 
to serve with you and try in any limited 
way that I have to make this meeting a 
success and to make this year a great 
blessing. 

“T would like for you to recognize, 

as Dr. Miller pointed out, that the wo- 
men of our church have not had a great 
deal of recognition and I would like to 
accept this as in some sense a recogni- 
tion of the training of women for our 
work. I know that if you educate a 
man you educate a good citizen, but if 
you educate a woman you get a whole 
family. So 1 think this is a wonderful 
thing. 
“] would like for you to forget that 
| have ever been a college president— 
| won’t be long—that I have ever filled 
any Offices. If I have any standing with 
you at all it is as a poor sinner who 
has been saved by grace. That’s my 
credentials. That’s the only recom- 
mendation that I can have and covet to 
be your moderator. 

“Tt would like to stand aside here 
from this pulpit and to recognize that 
the real Moderator of our church is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Head and 
he is the Moderator. I want whoever 
stands here in this pulpit to stand in 
his shadow and to recognize very 
definitely his presence and that he 
stands beside whoever speaks in this 
meeting, for he is our Lord and he is 
the all-sufficient Savior. 

“I'd like for us, if we may, to sing 
one stanza of ‘‘All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name,” and as we sing “Let 
angels prostrate fall,” I’d like for us 
to think, ‘‘Let Southern Presbyterians 
prostrate fall and crown him Lord of 
all.” 


FRIDAY MORNING 


Friday and Saturday mornings, fol- 
lowing last year’s pattern, were spent 
in committee meetings, with the entire 
Assembly studying the agencies, the 
overtures and various matters addressed 
toit for action. Committees, with their 
chairmen, had been set up in advance 
and began work at 8:30 a. m. Chair- 
men of these committees were: 

*Bills and Overtures, B. R. Lacy. 

*Judicial Business, B. O. Wood. 

*Oftice of the General Assembly, 
Alton H. Glasure. 

General Council, Col. Francis Pickens 
Miller. 

World Missions, W. E. Phifer. 

Church Extension, Edgar A. Woods. 

Annuities and Relief, M. O. Sommers. 

*Women’s Work, Geo. H. Vick. 

Inter-Church Relations, P. D. Miller. 

Educational Institutions, J. K. Rob- 
erts. 

*Synodical Records, C. H. Patterson. 

All chairmen, except Col. Miller, are 


ministers. 


Friday Afternoon 


The first afternoon session began with 
the worship led by Warner Dubose, Jr., 
Elkins, W. Va. 

As he called the meeting to order, 
Dr. McCain made a personal request 

(*Scheduled tor Monday, these com- 
mittees had their reports adopted by the 
Assembly Saturday afternoon.) 


JUNE 18, 195} 


that he be allowed by the Assembly to 
name a joint moderator, without es- 
tablishing any precedent, to assist dur- 
ing the meeting of the Assembiy and 
possibly through the year. When his 
request was granted by the Assembly 
he proposed the name of James L. Fowle 
and asked if there were any other 
nominations, suggesting that he hoped 
there would be no others. Then he 
asked the Assembly to vote on the elec- 
tion of Dr. Fowle, with the subsequent 
declaration of his election. 

{The USA church routinely has a 
vice-moderator who is chosen by the 
moderator to assist him. He has no 
duties other than to share the presiding 
responsibilities of the moderator. In 
the US church this is an innovation, 
since the moderator usually calls upon 
different men to relieve him of presiding 
duties from time to time. Since there 
is no constitutional provision for a 
“joint moderator,” and since Dr. Mc- 
Cain emphasized that this would estab- 
lish no precedent, the status of the office 
is not entirely clear. ] 


USA Delegates Speaks 


The highlight of Friday afternoon 
and, some commissioners felt, of the 
entire Assembly, was the fraternal 
greeting of the USA delegate, Allan M. 
Frew, pastor of the First church of 
Ardmore, Pa. Dr. Elliott, a member of 
the committee on inter-church relations 
and also of the permanent committee 
on cooperation and union, presented Dr. 
Frew to the Assembly as a one-time 
member of the US church, a graduate 
of Davidson College, with many ties in 
the Southern church. 

Dr. Frew, who is only 44 and a re- 
cent nominee for moderatorship of the 
USA Assembly, referred to his intimate 
associations in the Southern church. 
Said he: 

™ You may be given an in- 
dication of how much at home [I feel 
when I was telling one of your com- 
missioners, Mr. Dupree, that we are 
about to proceed to the erection of a 
library at Princeton Seminary to me- 
morialize that great statesman of the 
church, Robt. E. Speer, and because of 
my environment, and feeling so much 
at home, I told him that we were about 
to proceed to the erection of a new 
library at Princeton to be called the 
Robt. E. Lee Library. 

“T want you to know that I come 
here today supported in the spirit of 
prayer. There were those who told me 
expressly that as I bore their greetings 
and my own that they would be remem- 
bering me in prayer. That has brought 
a great lift to my heart. But you know 
that sometimes you may look askance 
at that suggestion, because [ am think- 
ing of a little 6-year-old boy who, on a 
Sunday morning told his father, ‘Why 
Daddy, I always pray for you before 
you preach .’ and the daddy said, 
‘You do, son, wel]l that means a great 


deal to your daddy. What do 
you pray before daddy xzets up to 
preach?’ And the little 6-year-old said, 
‘Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
thee, Lord, my soul to keep.’ 

“I should like in these brief minutes 
to bare my heart to this Assembly and 
to seek in so-doing to bare the heart of 
the USA Assembly just recently ad- 
journed in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Reports on USA Assembly 
“You brethren will want to know 
that there was a very singular and note- 
worthy emphasis upon spiritual values 
throughout our Assembly. It was at 
the grassroots. There was a sense of 
the presence and leadership of Jesus 
Christ. There was a great emphasis 
upon evangelism. We strongly endorsed 
the work of our New Life Movement 
Advance. 

“‘T see that you are to be challenged 
by the Church Extension work in your 
own Assembly. You will be cheered to 
know that that was a great concern 
with us, moving out into the areas 
across our land with the great moving 
population and a new emphasis upon 
church extension. You will be inter- 
ested to know that our Assembly has 
voted to go out in the next 30 months 
to raise a capital fund of $12 million 
to be used for church extension and the 
rehabilitation of our seminaries. 

“You will be interested to know that 
the Assembly gave its support across 
the world in its various areas of mis- 
sion activity and was thrilled to a man 
by the tremendous possibilities for 
evangelistic advance in many areas of 
the world, particularly in areas like 
Brazil and like Japan. 

“At the same time, 
commissioner 


brethren, each 
at that Assembly was 
moved by a singular concern for the 
perils that confront the church today. 
The peril of Communism that openly 
denies the reality of God and yet, under 
whose control, there is a relative degree 
of religious freedom. They dangle this 
freedom before their people as a parent 
might give a puzzle to a child or some- 
thing to do with magic to entertain or 
amuse him. 

“There is the peril of Roman Catholic 
ecclesiasticism pressing hard upon our 
doors at many of our mission stations 
and areas. Here is a power that very 
openly singularizes the reality and the 
need of God, puts him at the center of 
its thinking, but goes beyond that to 
assume that it alone may be the spokes- 
man for that God. 

“There is the peril of nationalism, 
with its emphasis upon blood and upon 
geography. 

‘“‘There is the peril of secularism with 
its paganism and materialism. 


Mock Our Divisions 


“‘We were confronted with these perils 
and increasingly were persuaded that 
(Continued on page 15) 
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EDITORIAL 





The Moderator’s Sermon 


We will do well to look long and 
thoughtfully at some of the implications 
of Dr. Lacy’s moderatorial sermon 
(pages 5-6). He has dealt with one 
of our cardinal Protestant principles 
which, in our present world, we need 
greatly to keep before us. 

There are overtones in 
without specifics, it seems that 
the Moderator is concerned about ten- 
dencies in our church. 


the sermon, 
where 


These tendencies 
have doubtless been observable at anv 
time and the call to constant vigilance 
as the guarantee of our liberties has al- 
ways needed to be sounded. 

It is good to have occasional assur- 
ances that there is an upsurge of con- 
cern and participation in the full re- 
sponsibilities of our church organiza- 
tion. Any minister who is worth his 
salt wants the load shared, his people 
taking the fullest possible amount of 
responsibility. Some men may be so 
constituted to want to make every de- 
cision and take all the credit but the 


wise minister, who builds solidly, does 
it through his people in such a way 
that, whether he is present or absent, 
the congregation can carry on. 


— * oe 


Another part of the sermon is of 
equal significance as Dr. Lacy stresses 
the basic doctrine of Vocation. When 
this conception of the daily task for the 
man at work or the woman at her 
household duties permeates our society 
we shall be facing the Kingdom of God. 

People listen when this emphasis is 
made. For many of them, to conceive 
of themselves as called of God to some 
useful task is a novel idea. It was well 
enough for ministers and missionaries, 
they thought, but not for me; I have a 
job and if I can get more money and 
better working conditions somewhere 
else, I’ll take it! So, it seems, most 
people look at their work. But if a 
man serves God as he works, then that 
day’s work is his opportunity and he can 
understand in a new sense that he is 
God’s fellow-worker. 


The Assembly’s Worship 


The worship orders, for the General 
Assembly, arranged by Carl R. Pritchett, 
pastor of the Davidson College church, 
deserve special commendation. They 
are made up of singing and Scripture 
reading and praying. This is enough. 
The Assembly has enough speeches. 
Furthermore, many people need to learn 
that men can and do worship without 
a sermon or a sermonette. 

These well-arranged orders are the 
result of long and careful work and 
planning. As these lines are written it 
cannot be predicted how good the As- 
sembly’s participation will be at this 
point, but it is to be hoped that com- 
missioners will join wholeheartedly and 
with understanding in these periods of 
uplift and renewal. 





In Passing 





A Column of News and Opinion 





MISSOURI CELEBRATION The con- 

gregation in Mexico, Mo., is celebrat- 
ing its centennial on June 24 with suit- 
able programs. Addison A. Wallace, 
who served the church as pastor for 54 
years, will preach the morning sermon 
and Wm. E. Phifer of Kansas City will 
preach that evening. Walter L. 
is the minister. 


3rown 
Speaking of 
if you happened to miss last 
news letter by Charles Pratt. 
look up that issue (June 11) before it 
is misplaced. 


present 
Missouri, 
week's 


* * *. 


SOUTHERN Presbyterian Women con- 





tinue to be represented 
inter-denominational gatherings. At a 
recent meeting in Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
for the United Church Women’s part of 


the National Council of Churches, these 


well at all 


were present: Board members: Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey, Atlanta; Mrs. T. 
Smith Brewer, Huntington, W. Va; 
Mrs. F. R. Crawford, Farmville, Va.; 
Mrs. D. W. Richardson, Richmond, Va.; 
Mrs. A. Walton Litz, Little Rock, Ark.; 
Mrs. John J. Eagan, Atlanta. State 
Council Presidents: Mrs. J. M. Eden- 
field, Jacksonville, Fla.; Mrs. W. W. 


Draper, Forrest City, Ark. Members of 
sub-committees: Miss Janie McCutchen, 
Atlanta; Mrs. Chas. G. Eidson, Waco, 
Texas. Also, Mrs. Jas. McBryde Dabbs, 
Mayesville, S. C. 


SUCCESS STORY-—For the second year, 

J. Brent Wood, Ft. Thomas, Ky., has 
been invited to tell commissioners to 
the USA Assembly (in Cincinnati) about 
an important visitation evangelism 
effort in his church. This is the story: 
In 1948 a USA elder (Ralph Morrison) 
went from the Knox church, Cincinnati, 
to the Ft. Thomas church and talked to 
18 men who were elders, deacons and 
other leaders, about visitation. Since 
that initial impetus, 40 months later, 
these men and others have made more 
than 300 calls and 198 members have 
been added to the church. In that time 
the membership has advanced from 258 
to 375, with most of the additions com- 
ing from families who had moved into 
the community with divided denomina- 
tional loyalties. Now, for the first time 
in their lives, the membership of many 
of these in one church has become a 
family affair. 


OUR FRIEND, The Outlook (Presby- 

terian, New Zealand) likes Dr. Fore- 
man’s weekly contribution to our col- 
umns. Recently it carried in full his 
“Thoughts: At the Funeral of One Who 
Died No Christian,’ which has proved 
so popular with our people that we have 
printed it as a pampklet. The New 
Zealand paper has evidently confused 
his weekly column here with his column 
of comments on the Sunday school les- 
son syndicated by the Western News- 
paper Union to its more than 1,600 
weekly papers. It says: “‘The writer, 4 
minister, runs a syndicated religious 
‘column’ in nearly 400 American weekly 
papers. Such columns are real evan- 
gelism— provided they are well enough 
written. Would readers who know of 4 
religious column in any New Zealand 
paper please tell The Outlook editor 
about it—and send him some specimens. 
If we can find a Dr. Foreman among 
present religious columnists perhaps we 
can arrange for his sermons or para- 
graphs to be used widely throughout the 
Dominion.” 
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No. 13 wa series on the Ten Commandments (III-b.) 


WALKING THE WRONG WAY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 








“Live life, then, with a due sense of 
responsibility.”.—-Ephesians 5:15, J. B. 
Phillips. 


Christians may be a ‘‘shame” to 

their own profession of religion, 
the Larger Catechism has some notable 
words on how this is done. To quote 
again: 


PP christians OUT the thought that 


“The sins forbidden in the third 
commandment are [after nearly a 
page of other listed sins] being 
ashamed of it [profession of religion], 
or a shame to it, by uncomfortable, 
unwise, unfruitful and offensive walk- 
ing or backsliding from it.’’ (Larger 
Catechism, 2 q. 113.) 

“Walking” is good 17th-century for 
“‘living.”’ It is one of the New Testa- 
ment words taken originally from the 
Old Testament. It is a very good 
metaphor for the daily life, by no means 
out of date even in this era of rapid 
rides. But in Bible times it was even 
better than it is now, for walking was 
the customary and usual method of get- 
ting anywhere; riding was a rare ex- 
perience. Walking suggests the demo- 
cratic nature of life; the fact that most 
living is slow, plodding, monotonous, 
repetitious; that life depends on our 
own efforts; that the whole long journey 
is made of step-by-step, moment-to- 
moment details; that we are in plain 
view the whole time, not whisked along 
almost invisibly, as a hooded rider on a 
swift camel or a Pullman traveler of 


modern times, immured in his steel 
cubicle. The walker can’t help being 
observed. His gait, his strength or his 


weakness, his faltering, even reeling and 
stumbling—-whatever it is—is out in the 
sun for all to see. Life, real life, is 
much more like a walk than like a ride. 

“Uncomfortable” did not mean in 
1648 what it means today. True, even 
in the modern sense, “uncomfortable” 
Christian living fails to recommend 
Christianity to interested observers. In 
a large city one may pass by a church 
in a poor district, and take note of a 
wedding party in full regalia. The 
ushers are all wearing tuxedos or 
“tails’’-——-and are most obviously uncom- 
fortable. Their outfits are rented: they 
kever wore and will never wear such 
garments, except at some other wed- 
ding, and only the desperate attempt to 
make this wedding look like those pic- 
tured in the Sunday papers could make 
groom and ushers turn out in this un- 
accustomed garb. Anyhow they are no 
advertisements for tuxedos. But isn’t 
that like some Christians? They wear 
their Christianity uncomfortably; it 
looks as if it had been borrowed or 
rented; it certainly does not fit and they 
look most unhappy in it, They are no 
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advertisment for Christianity; they may 
seem amusing or pitiable, but not ad- 
mirable. 


they meant in 1648. Comfort 
then meant strength; comfortable 
words were not soothing words but in- 
vigorating, encouraging words. So “un- 
comfortable walking’? means living the 
Christian life in a gloomy, pessimistic 
fashion, in such a way as to make 
others’ courage waver. The Scripture 
reference is to Psalm 73:14, 15. Here 
the Psalmist mentions certain doubts 
which he had suffered; in his mind he 
had all but given up his faith. But, 
he says, he did not say so out loud; to 
have said what at his lowest point he 
thought, would have upset the faith of 
God’s people. One way, then, to be a 
“shame” to our profession, is to wear 
our doubts on our sleeves, advertise our 
bad moods. God is our hope, not our 
despair. If we take his name, let us 
bear it in confidence and courage. 
*“Unwise”’ Christian living is also, our 
church thinks, a shame to our religious 
profession. To do stupid or silly things, 
even in the name and with the motive 
of faith, casts a shadow on the Chris- 
tian religion. No one is wholly wise, 
of course; but folly is folly even when 
it has a good motive. A father and 
mother who refuse medical care for 
their child on the ground that they de- 


H OWEVER, that is not just what 


pend solely on God to cure diptheria, 
may have great faith, but they are kill- 
ing the child and they do not commend 
their Christianity. To insist on the use 
of a single communion cup on the 
ground that God will over-rule the ac- 
tion of germs in such a holy act as that 
of communion, may be an assertion of 
faith. but it is silly all the same. To 
attempt to ‘‘pray through” a badly-worn 
tire, from Philadelphia to Bangor, may 
be noble in intention, but the blow-out 
which happens at New London is the 
just reward of criminal negligence. 

“Unfruitful” walking needs no com- 
ment; our forefathers were just warning 
us that we’d better be good for some- 
thing «und not merely good. 

“Offensive’’ walking does not mean 
the kind of life which directly insults 
other people. That is obviously wrong. 
Offensive, in the 17*h-century sense, is 
something rather more subtle. It refers 
to the kind of thing a Christian does 
which may be, or seem, all right to him, 
but which causes others to ‘“‘stumble’’ 
and go wrong. The Christian life can- 
not be lived in seclusion. Christian 
decisions are Christian only when they 
take into consideration all who may be 
affected. Looking into the mirror of 
his actions, the ‘offensive’ Christian 
sees only himself. ‘‘What’s the harm?” 
means ‘‘What’s the harm to me?” But 
the wise Christian, looking into the 
mirror, sees dimly or clearly those 
others who look to him for an example 
and whose decisions depend on his. 

A self-centered, self-considering, self- 
righteous Christian is a contradiction 
in terms; to forget our responsibility 
for others is one way of taking God’s 
name in vain. 





NOW... for June*Weddings 


A most appreciated gift 


FROM THIS DAY FORWARD 


THOUGHTS ABOUT A CHRISTIAN 


MARRIAGE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Comments from everywhere like this one: ‘Unique is the word for Dr. Fore- 


man’s delightful little volume. 


. His acute and practical observations might 


well be required reading for all who are approaching marriage.’”’-—THE EARNEST 


WORKER, by Mrs. J. H. Marion, Jr. 


Now in Two Bindings: Cloth bound, $1.50; Paper, gift binding, $1.00 
At your bookseller’s, or: 


SEND THIS FORM 


Outlook Publishers ¢ 1 N. 6th St. © Richmond 19, Va. 

Enclosed find $...... , for which you will please send postage paid ...... copies 
of FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, cloth/gift binding (mark which) to 
a Leal eibie ose ae SI ook 6 5S Ae ee 
City, Zone, State . . ..-eceereceere errr ececcees Pere Te rT ce eee pbb hes , 
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bility for home missions, long identified 
with E. E. Gillespie of Greensboro, as 


CHURCH NEWS 





educational institutions which Dan T. 
Caldwell has directed. The general pat- 
tern set by the Assembly and the synod 
is also being followed in most of the 
presbyteries. As a result of these new 
councils and committees, a great many 
new people are being called into the 
planning of the church’s work, with a 
large increase in the participation of 
the laiiy. This is regarded as a very 
healthy development. 


Reorganization Aids 


Lay Participation 
North Carolina News Letter 


which brought new 
and agencies on the Gen- 
eral Assembly level has now become op- 
erative in North Carolina on the synod 
level. With the beginning of the 
church year a General Council of the 
synod opened headquarters in Raleigh 
with Harold J. Dudley, former Wilson 
pastor, as executive secretary. This 
central body has been given responsi- 


Reorganization 
terminology 


Governor Is Moderator 
Of Orange Presbytery 


Governor W. Kerr Scott, an elder in 
the Hawfields church, was elected mod- 





@ Distinctive Christian Education 
@ Military Training in R.O.T.C. 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. Box C Marshall W. Brown, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1951 


A liberal arts college for men 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 


superintendent, and also the work of 








“YES, THE SAFETY OF OUR NATION, 
INCLUDING ALL GROUPS, DEPENDS ON 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.’’ 


—Roger Babson 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


J. R. Cunningham, President 











PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
tions for 1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 








CENTRE GRADUATES HELP MAKE 
HISTORY 


A fully accredited Liberal‘Arts college founded 
1819. Coordinate education. Two beautiful 
campuses. Joint classes. Presbyterian affilia- 
tion. Send now for fully illustrated booklet to 


Walter A. Groves, President 











CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY, Box 401-0, Danville, Kentucky 
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erator of Orange Presbytery at the 
spring meeting. Two new churches 
were organized in the presbytery during 
the year: Oakview near Yanceyville ang 
the Siler City church. Home Mission 
pastors were voted a $100 bonus and 
presbytery is trying to raise the levye] 
of all salaries to $3,600 plus manse and 
annuity fund participation. A _ recent 
called meeting of the presbytery ap. 
proved purchase of the $30,000 Ander- 
son property in the Guilford Park area 
for use as an educational building by 
the Guilford Park church. 


Major Building Improvements 
Are Noted Over the Synod 


Numerous’ building improvements 
and additions are to be seen across the 
synod. Covenant church in Charlotte, 
resulting from a merger of the Second 
and Westminster churches, expected to 
occupy its new buildings by June 1. 
Contracts for the $1,508,000 sanctuary 
have been let. The Burlington church 
is moving to a new site and has let a 
$600,000 building contract. Phenome- 
nal growth has marked the life of the 
White Memorial church, Raleigh. This 
church, organized in 1946, now has 665 
members and will occupy its $350,000 
Georgian Colonial structure by October. 
A new $250,000 educational building is 
expected to be completed for the Salis- 
bury First church by Dec. 15. 


Baptists Plan Wide 
Rural Church Program 

A full-scale rural church development 
program will be inaugurated July 1 by 
the North Carolina Baptist Convention. 
Plans for the program were laid at a 
meeting of the Convention’s rural! 
church advisory committee in Raleigh. 
Henry Walden, who has been teaching 
courses in rural church administration 
and development at Wake Forest Col- 
lege, was named full-time director of 
the program. He has been surveying 
the rural church field in North Carolina 
for some time. A committee report 
said there are more than 2,600 Baptist 
churches in North Carolina, and about 
80 per cent of them are in rural areas 
or in villages of under 1.000 population. 
Members of the churches in these areas 
make up some 58 per cent of the Bap- 
tist population of the state. The com- 
mittee appointed an advisory group of 
ministers to assist in the work. This 
group has approved a program which 
includes: a resident pastor on every 
rural tield; a full-time program with 4 
full-time pastor for all churches; and 
the development of adequate buildings 
grounds, cemeteries, libraries, and other 
facilities. The program also stresses 
the need to keep rural and urban 
leaders acquainted with population 
trends, industria! development, and 
other factors affecting church growth; 
and to encourage rural churches to co- 
operate with farm, civic and other 
groups in improving farms and enrich- 
ing farm life. (RNS) 
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Cherokee Indians Ask 

No Sunday Visits 

a plea that tourists avoid visits to 
the Indian reservation at Cherokee, N. 
c, has been issued by the executive 
committee of the Indian Baptist Assc- 
ciation. A statement adopted by the 
committee and addressed ‘“To Our Bap- 
tist Brethren and Christian Friends” 
said: ““We, the executive committee of 
the Cherokee Indian Baptist Associa- 
tion do earnestly and prayerfully re- 
quest al] Christians to join us in prayer 
and effort to withstand the throng cf 
tourists and pleasure seekers on the 
Lord’s Day that come to our reseration. 
It has created a problem that we can- 
not handle without your help. Please 
ask all Baptists and other Christians 
not to come to the reservation on Sun- 
day for sight-seeing and pleasure. 
Please do not come to the drama, ‘Unto 
These Hills,’ on Sunday night, as the 
influx of so many people helps to de- 
moralize our church services. We do 
not believe our brethren are aware of 
the seriousness of our Sunday problem. 
If there is not a change at an early date, 
the spiritual life of our Indian people 
will be greatly retarded. Please help 
us, as we strive to carry on our church 
work that is dear to the hearts of our 
Indian people.”” (RNS) 


Fayetteville Church 
Celebrates 150 Years 


The First church of Fayetteville cele- 


brated its sesquicentennial anniversary tabernacle to seat 10,000 is planned.... 
in late April with a homecoming, in- The North Carolina Council of Churches 
stallation of a three-manual Moller has a particularly effective program, in 
organ, opening of a $90,000 fellowship cooperation with the State Hospital 
building, remodeling of pulpit and choir Board cf Control, in helping to develop 
areas and other improvements. Sons 4a spiritual ministry to the mental pa- 
of the church who have entered the’ tients in state institutions. Efforts are 
ministry, former pastors and other to be made to place a chaplain in each 
friends joined in the week’s program. of five such institutions. . . . The R. J. 
Membership of the church now numbers’ Reynolds Tobacco Co. in Winston-Salem 
1,353, with a Sunday school of 1,100. has made a small private chapel avail- 


Walker B. Healy is the minister. able to its employees during the work- 
ing day. Completely equipped, the 
Miscellany chapel will be available for meditation 


Presbyterian Men from Virginia and and prayer. It is located on the mez- 
North Carolina, 3.000 strong, are ex- zanine floor of the Reynolds building, 
pected in Greensboro for a big rally next adjoining the office and reception room 


October 19-21. . . . A week before that of the firm’s pastor-counselor, Clifford 
(Oct. 14), Billy Graham is scheduled to H. Peace. 

bring his evangelistic crusade to Greens- JOS. M. GARRISON. 
boro for a four-weeks campaign. A Greensboro. 





FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


RED SPRINGS, N.C. 


FULLY ACCREDITED 
SENIOR COLLEGE 
AND CONSERVATORY 


Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, President. 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Dean of College. 
Mrs. P. P. McCain, Dean of Students, 














Among these films are: 


Write to: 


cial filmstrips, slides, and films. 





THE BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


AND 


THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


OF 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


take pleasure in announcing the consolidation of their audio-visual libraries, effective June 1, 1951. 
All filmstrips, slides, and 16mm motion pictures previously distributed by the Board of World Missions, Box 
330, Nashville, Tennessee, will now be distributed frem: 


AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS SECTION, PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORE 
8 NORTH SIXTH STREET, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


CONGO’S TOMORROW—16mm sound motion picture in color recently produced by the Board of World 
Missions on their work in the Belgian Congo. It is 30 minutes in length and rents for $6.00 plus postage. 


MISSION TO MEXICO (tentative title) —16mm sound motion picture in color, also being produced by the 
Board of World Missions, showing their work in Mexico. Tentative release date, January 1, 1952. Rental 
has been set at $8.00 plus postage. 


WINGS TO THE WORD—16mm sound motion picture in black and white, the new release of the Protestant 
Film Commission on mission work in Latin America. Available now. Rental, $8.00 plus postage. 


Audio-Visual Aids Section, Presbyterian Book Store, 8 North Sixth Street, Richmond 9, Virginia, for further 
information on world mission films, filmstrips, and slides, as well as information on other general and spe- 
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CLASSIFIED 


S$1X CENTS per word and initia) including 
iddress Minimum. $2, cash with order 





BOOKS 





WE BUY USED BOOKS. Send list or ask 
about our purchase plan. Baker Book- 
house, Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 





WANTED 





WANTED—Position as Business Manager 


or Church Treasurer, by man 42, muar- 


ried, one boy Experienced accountant 
and office manager Active in church and 
civie affairs. Can direct recreational ac- 
tivities including folk-dancing Am now 
assistant manager of large company but 
desire to become a church lay-worker. 


Address Box L-9 c/o OUTLOOK. 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture 





» Stoles 
+ Vestments 
- Communion 


CATALOG ON REQUEST re 


TJlational gue z. 


821.23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 











BOUND ECONOMICAL 
EXPEDITIOUS 


BROADWAY PLAN 
CHURCH FINANCE 


4. 8. BRACTWRL 
Thewatet 








1406 Beri 


bok Bag, 
Rereetss 7 ware 














SUMMER SCHOOLS 

PREPARATORY: Begins June 4, 
1951. High School Subjects 

JUNIOR COLLEGE: Begins June 
11, 1951. Freshman and Sopho- 
more Courses. 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: Be- 
gins June 4, 1951. Typewriting 
and Shorthand. Night Classes in 
Accounting and other business ad- 
ministration courses. 

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH class 
for foreign students. 

Pleasant surroundings, good fellow- 
ship, Christian emphasis, daily 
chapel, recreation. Women ad- 
mitted. Veterans enrolled. 

Accelerate your education 
military service. 

FALL SESSION BEGINS SEPT. 3, 


before 


1951. WRITE FOR CATALOG. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Box BR., Maxton, North Carolina 








PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 





The Emperor's 
Nightingale 


Based on the 
sen tale, 


Hans Christian Ander- 


this allegory is presented in a 


charming and unusual manner: its 
kernel of truth being that the most 
precious possession is not riches bunt 


personal freedom. The story is of a 
boy who desires to play outside the high 
walls of the 
fined while 


elderly 


estate in which he is con- 
left in the 
aunts who impose 


care of two 


upon him a 


GOWN 


.PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 





DOCTORS 


EST. 1912 
BENTLEY ASIMON : 


7 WEST 36ST> NEW YORK 18, NY 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing 
mate; modern buildings; 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 


Character 


cli- 
excellent 








A good place for an investment. 
R. B. PURDUM, President. | 








rigid schedule and numberless restric. 
tions but give him no affection. Takep 
ill, he sees in his fevered dreams his 
toys and familiar keepsakes come to life 
as in a parable embodying all his secre 
yearnings. The parable presents the Em. 
of China bored with court 
routine, in a palace crowded with heau- 
tiful but artificial things, was really 4 
prisoner of his own munificence until he 
heard of the bird with the magic heart 
and enchanting song: the nightingale. 
It is after learning that the bird can 
sing only for love and in liberty that he 
learns the 


peror who, 


value oi freedom and insists 
upon it for himsetf after much sorroy, 

So does the boy, when he awakes. 
His dream, still vivid in his memory, 
prompis him to scale the gate and join 
in play with the little peasant girl out- 
the The parts of the 
story are enacted by inanimate objects 
so skillfully manipulated that they be- 
come dream figures. Exquisite color- 
paints delicate scenery, and _ the 
camera and animation combine to give 
lifelike expression to the characters. 

The narrative, written by Phyllis Me- 
Ginley and voiced by Boris Karloff, has 
the quality of an old story-teller’s tale. 
The brilliant musical score is descrip- 
tive and adds to the whimsey and won- 
der of a truly enchanting presentation. 
Its pertinent message concerns the 
yearning of the world today, the desire 
for personal freedom and human dig- 
nity. It is especially suited to July, the 
“freedom month.” 

“The Emperor ’s Nightingale,” a 
Rembrant Films production, will up- 
doubtedly become a classic for chil- 
dren’s programs and is sure to be ap- 
preciated by the whole family. FOR: 
Family. 


side wall. main 


ing 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 





| Worship Folder 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 
Catalog and samples upon 
Get your copy today! 
ECCLESIASTICAL ARTS PRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky. 


request. 








PEWS, PULPIT « CHANCEL 
——_——_ Funnilure 


* * EARLY LIVER 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


— J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
DEPT. 35 SCRANTON 2, PA. 





PULPIT FURNITURE 


Pulpit Sets Designed for 
any Type of Church 


For Contact by Representative or 
Illustrated Literature, Write 


FLOWERS SCHOOL EQUIPMENT CO., Inc. 
327 W. Main St. Richmond, Va. 
Phone Richmond 7-4035 

















OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
people. 





Negro 
( 


Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


STILLMAN 





COLLEGE 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a_ loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 

ally for Stillman? 


@eWhy not write Stillman 
in vour will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 
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SIBLE STUDY 





Genesis 1:26-27; Matthew 8:1-4; 


Qur lessons this coming quarter bring 
fore us some of the basic Christian 
sachings on human relations, the dis- 
yssion which should be intensely 
practical. Our present lesson on the 
worth of the individual lays the basis 
or our subsequent discussion. 
Throughout history individuals have 
jen needlessly sacrificed because of the 
greed, or cruelty, or thoughtlessness of 
ther individuals. The worth of the in- 
jividual has been emphasized, however, 
jy the church, and has been accepted as 
auideal by the articulate spokesmen of 
western civilization. In recent years 
this ideal has been widely repudiated 
jy Nazis and Communists, who hold that 
the individual exists only for the state, 
o for the party. ‘The results of this 
reversion to barbarism are seen in the 
mass executions at Buchenwald, in the 
liquidation of millions of recalcitrant 
flk in Russia (and now it seems in 
China); in the rejection of all of those 
safeguards for a fair and impartial trial 
of the accused which modern civiliza- 
had been building up _ slowly 
through the years, and in a return to 
government by terror, by torture, by 
tyranny, with utter disregard for the 
tights of individual men and women. 
Benson Ford, vice-president of the 
Ford Motor Company, recently 
pointed out that 


of 


tion 


has 


“our society in America is founded 
hot upon the cold and bloodless ‘eco- 
omic man’ of the Marxist but upon 
faith in man as an end in himself. We 
believe that the purpose of our society 
isnot primarily to assure the safety of 
the state, but to safeguard human 
dignity and the freedom of the individ- 
val. Our unparalleled productivity and 
standard of living are not the conse- 
quence of an economic system,’’ says 
this great industrial leader. “It is the 
other way around. Our economic suc- 
cess is the consequence of our ethical 
and moral standards, of our democratic 
faith in man. But even as we rec- 
ognize the true source of our strength, 
we must admit that there is still a large 
gap between the ideal and the reality. 
About the principles of American de- 
mocracy, we are very clear. But in 
their application, we are sometimes un- 
certain and hesitant. Let’s admit very 
frankly that we haven’t lived up to our 
own ideals. Here, in a nation which is 
the acknowledged champion of democ- 
racy, we are still beset by intolerance, 
Prejudice, bigotry and racism. We are 
in the paradoxical position of believ- 
ing wholeheartedly in man and yet 
denying to other men, even here in our 
own country, the respect and tolerance 
Which man deserves.” 


It is well, therefore, that at this time 
we should consider some of the Chris- 
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The Worth of the Individual 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 1, 1951 


18:1-6, 12-14; I Peter 1:17-19. 


tian teachings on the worth of the in- 
dividual which are basic to all its other 
teachings on human relations. 

I. Its Basis 

1. In Creation Genesis 1:26-27. The 
Christian doctrine of the worth of the 
individual is based first on the facts 
recorded in Genesis 1:26-27: “God 
created man in his own image.” 

God created man in his own image-— 
not one man, or some men, but all men; 
Adam and Eve the progenitors of the 
human from whom all men have 
descended in ordinary generation; not 
one sex, man or woman, but both sexes, 
male and female; not one class of men, 
labor or capital, but all classes; not 
one nation, Great Britain, or the United 
States, or Russia, but all nations; not 
one race, white, or brown, or black or 
red, but all races. 

As we have recently seen, the Biblical 
statement does not suggest that man 
has been made in the physical image of 
God, but (1) in the rational image 
man alone of all the animals is en- 
dowed with self-conscious reason; (2) 
in the moral image—‘his character is 
potentially divine. He is capable of 
approaching receding from _ the 
likeness of God. The resemblance can 
never be pertect, but it can increase 
and it can diminish’; and (3) in the 
spiritual image of God—man's body dis- 
solves at last the 
ments of which it is formed, 
soul is immortal. 

It is clear the Bible and from 
human experience that all men have de- 
faced the image of God in which they 
were made, but the image has not been 
totally destroyed. It is still present, the 
Bible reveals, even in fallen men. And 
by grace, through Jesus Christ, the full 
image can be recovered. 

This thought is behind Paul’s great 
address on Mars Hill: God “made from 
one (blood or common parentage) every 
nation of men to live on all the face 
of the earth, having determined allotted 
periods and the boundaries of their 
habitation, that they should seek God, 
in the hope that they might feel after 
him and find him. Yet he is not far 
from each one of for ‘In him we 
live and move ané are.’” (Acts 17:26- 
28). And this leads us to note that 
for the Christian, the worth of the in- 
dividual is based not only on the fact 
of creation, but also on the fact of re- 
demption. 

2. In Redemption—I Peter 1:17-19. 
Says Peter, “You know that you were 


race, 





or 


chemical ele- 


but his 


into 


from 


us, 


ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your tathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ.’’ But the 
Christ who died for us, and by whose 
blood we are bought, died for all men. 
“God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that who ever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” God men to come to 
a knowledge of the truth and be saved 
(I Tim. 2:4). So Christians see in all 
men, including the unlovliest and the 
least worthy, immortal souls on whom 
the Savior infinite value, and 
whom they must treat accordingly. The 
Christian's attitude must be patterned 
on that of his Master. 


desires all 


places 


Il. Its Kxemplification 


Our lesson text brings before us 
Jesus’ attitude toward two _ different 
groups. 

1. The Outeasts. Leprosy was the 


most dread disease of the Orient. Its 
victims were excluded completely from 
the community; they were not allowed 
to remain in their homes or to approach 
anyone who was not similarly afflicted. 

In Matthew 8:1-4 read of Jesus’ 
with such a _ pitiable 
This man, keeping, no doubt, 
his required distance from the Master, 
knelt and said, ‘‘Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean.’’ He 
had heard of Jesus’ cures and did not 
but he had been re- 
buffed so often by those whom he asked 
for help, he had found so little sym- 
pathy or concern the part of men 
that he doubted Jesus’ willingness, the 
of any to help him. 
Mark, who preserves the recollections of 
Peter, an eye-witness, and Mark alone, 
tells us that our Lord was moved with 
pity for this unfortunate derelict, from 
whom all men shrank, this poor fellow 
confidence in man’s in 
herent and he stretched out 
his hand and touched him. This human 
touch, the first which the leper had re- 
ceived, since the first spots of the dread 
Giscase had been detected on his flesh, 
was not necessary for his cure, but it 
convinced him nothing else could 
have done of the Master’s concern, that 
here was one who did not shrink from 
physical contact with anyone of his fel- 
for whom indeed there were 
no untouchables. And so we may con- 
jecture Jesus restored this poor fellow’s 


we 


first encounter 


specimen. 


betore him 


doubt his power; 


on 


willingness one 


who had lost 


kindness: 


as 


lowmen, 


faith in man (and perhaps in God), 
before he restored his flesh to its 
pristine health. 

Leprosy is an uncommon disease 


among us, and treatment is now avail- 
able for its victims, but there are others 
forgotten 
by society as a whole (the insane, for 
example); and there are still others 
whom ‘society’ regards unclean, 
from whose presence many shrink as 
though it were a plague, who in many 
of our states are legally debarred from 
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who are isolated, ignored, or 


as 








normal contact with any but their own 
kind. What should be our attitude to- 
wird these modern untouchables? Earl 
Douglass “The story of the 
leper teaches us that uo man is so dis- 
eased, sv 


Writes: 

uiluy, so forsaken, or sv 
beaten auown by society, but that Christ’s 
touch him and make him 
clean.’’ But can Christ’s touch be con- 
veyed without the human touch? That 
is the question for us to face. 

E. Stanley Jones (quoted in Tarbell’s 
Teachers Guide) a prominent 
Brahman who came to one of 
his meetings in india and listened to a 
congregation of outcasts tell how they 
had been saved through belief in Christ. 
He became restless and at last leaped 
to his feet “IT have been 
saved, too, but not by Jesus Christ. I 
have faith of my 
fathers.”’ Dr. Jones said to him, ‘‘Fine! 
Now that you are saved [ invite you to 
go witn us on a visit to the outcast 
quarters of our village. We will take 
food and and most of all, 
friendship these poor brothers of 
ours. We will be so glad to have you 


can heal 


tells of 
official 


aud snouted, 


been saved by the 


clothing, 
for 


come with us.’’ The Brahmin did not 
go; if even the shadow of an outcast 
should fall on him, he would be ‘‘de- 
filed,’’ according to the faith of his fa- 
thers. So he stood up again and said, 
“I am saved. | still say that | am 
saved. But I am not saved that far.” 


How is it with us? 


2. The “unimportant.” it happened 
in Capernaum, after Jesus had set his 
face toward Jerusalem. The disciples 
thought there would be a brief crisis, 
and then the which 
Jesus had proclaimed would be usherea 
in. And so they came to Jesus and 
asked him, Who will be the greatest in 
this coming Kingdom? 

Jesus called a little child to him, 
Peter's and him in the 
midst of them and said, ‘“‘Truly, I say 
unto you, unless you turn and become 
like children, will (even) 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
humbles himself like this child, he is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

What were the characteristics of 
childhood that Jesus had in mind when 
he asked his 
little children? 


giorious kingdom 


perhaps, set 


you never 


disciples to become as 


From the context in 
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Matthew and especially in Mark, it 
would seem that he referred to humil- 
ity, teachableness and willingness to 
serve. “A proper child is democratic 
in spirit, preferring to be one of a group, 
1ather than one above others; he wishes 
to learn, is continually reaching out for 
new knowledge and new experiences 
and his active body quickly responds to 
opportunities to do deeds of helpfulness 
for others. These were the attributes 
of the spirit which the Master sought 
to instill in his followers.’’ To enter 
the Kingdom, therefore, we do not need 
to be undeveloped, ignorant, and un- 
skilled as children are, but like them in 
humility, teachableness, trustfulness, 
unworldliness filial love. As the 
poet puts it: 


and 


“OQ Lord, gin I lose my childhood trust, 
Grant that I may be forgiven; 
And mak’ me doon to a bairn again, 


For of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.”’ 

The greatest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven, therefore, are not those who 


exalt themselves, but those who thus 
humble themselves. 

Jesus was not satisfied merely to an- 
swer the question as to the greatest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. His use of a 
little child to illustrate his remarks 
enabled him to pass easily to a discus- 
sion of the rights and privileges of the 
least in the Kingdom of Heaven. We 
should be more concerned about our 
obligations to them than we are about a 
high position for ourselves. There are 
three great truths that Jesus emphasizes 
in the passages before us. 

(1) ‘‘Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me.’’ To receive a 
child in Christ’s name is to receive it in 
his spirit and for a Christian end. We 
receive children by living with them, 
sympathizing with them, teaching and 
guiding and helping them. We receive 
a child when we take him to our heart 
and render him the help that he needs. 
We turn him away when we deny his 
plea and fail to give him the help that 
he requires. Jesus says those that re- 
little children and minister to 
their needs are receiving him and min- 
istering to his needs. 

Who then are receiving little children 
in your community? Mothers and teach- 
ers and doctors and nurses and social 
workers and men and women who con- 
tribute to the community chest. But 
only those receive little children in the 
name of Jesus, who receive them in his 
spirit and for his sake. How should a 
Christian mother, teacher, doctor, nurse, 
or social worker differ from one who is 
not a Christian? 


(2) ‘‘Whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened round his neck and 
be drowned in the depth of the sea.” 
It is generally agreed that “little ones” 
here refer not only to little children, 
but to all simple, humble folk who are 


ceive 





disciples. Who are the men who Cause 
such little ones to stumble? Those who 
set before boys and girls and othe, 
who are weak the temptation to drink: 
those who sow in their minds the seeq 
of lust, with unclean pictures and book; 
and ‘“‘jokes’’; those who flaunt thei 
superior knowledge to destroy the fajth 
of simpler souls, of whom Eleano 
Slater writes: 


“Though you be scholarly, 
The bigotry of doubt. 
Some people take a strange delight 

In blowing candles out. 
—Masterpieces of Religious 
Verse (Harper’s) 


beware 


And who else? 

(3) “It is not the will of my Father 
who is in heaven that one of these little 
ones should perish.’’ Jesus uses the 
same illustration in Luke 15 of the 93 
lambs safe in the fold and of the one 
lamb that wandered away to exhibit the 
Father’s love for every wandering soul, 
He uses it here to indicate that it is 
the Father’s will that we shall not allow 
one child or the humblest of men to be 
lost without attempting to save hin. 
In his sight every individual however 
obscure and lowly is of value. The dis- 
ciple must, therefore, in the Spirit ot 
God, seek earnestly for those who have 
wandered from the fold. It is God’s will 
that not one shall perish. 

Winston L. King writes: 


*“*Men are not all godlike in build or 
martyr-like in character. They are tall 
and short, fat and thin, they bulge at 
both the right and the wrong places. 
They do not ordinarily look heroic, but 
more often just medium—busy, wor- 
ried, sometimes pathetic, sometimes 
irritated. And the question stares us in 
the face: Do you believe in Man or 
men? The ideal dream-man, or real 
flesh-and-blood men? Can we believe in 
these latter as builders of the Kingdom 
of God? What of the wrongs done in 
our communities? How do we treat the 
people who serve us, in garage, elevator, 
or store? Do we treat them as though 
they were animated pieces of furniture 
placed there for our use and conve 
nience? Or do we treat them with fine 
Christian condescension, a ‘my good 
man’ attitude? Or is it that we proudly 
tell newcomers, ‘The best people come 
to our church’. It may even be that 
we speak feelingly of the shame of large 
city slums and the corruption of politi 
cal machines, but live comfortably with- 
in sight of small-town menaces to health 
or sound of small-time grafters.’ 


‘‘Where shall we begin to practice our 
love for man, or as the Christian says, 
for men? Let us believe in them and 
love them as our friends and neighbors; 
without possessiveness or dictatorial 
spirit; without prejudice as to race oF 
creed; and extend this living faith and 
hope as far as our human might and 
the fellowship and prayers of the 
Church of Christ can carry it.” (Ser- 
mons of Goodwill, Association Press, 
quoted from Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide.) 


(Lesson commentary based on “It- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: The 
International Bible Lessons for Chris 
tian Teaching,” copyrighted 1951 by the 
Division of Christian Education, N® 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A. Seripture quotations 
from the Revised Standard Version.) 
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(Continued from page 7) 


the two that were more outstanding in 
their effect upon us, though the more 
gibtle, were the perils of nationalism 
yd secularism. For, from these areas 
they hurl at us castigations about the 
yitality of our faith. They mock us 
about our divisions, our separations and 
ack of unity, and some of us rise up 
ad thank God in our generation that 
these perils do confront us as a whip- 
lash to challenge us in the church. For 
we are persuaded that the strategy of 
strength is for us to be united, for us 
to acknowledge, as we do, the same Con- 
fession and the same Lord and with the 
same challenge to go out and evangelize 
the world to disciple it for Jesus Christ. 

“I was greatly moved by your moder- 
ator as I sat among you, as he placed 
before you the picture a moment ago 
that here he stood and here Dr. Fowle 
stood, and in between stood Jesus 
Christ. I should like to think as I 
bring these fraternal greetings that here 
the USA church may stand and here 
this blessed church of yours stands and 
in the midst is Jesus Christ, as it were 
extending his arms about the pair of us 
and bringing us within the embrace and 
challenging us to a new sense that in 
this day we should be united to bear 
our corporate witness to all the world 
of our essential unity and commitment 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Statement Is Read 


“It is in that spirit that the USA As- 
sembly entertained a paper presented 
to it. I have seldom seen that body 
listen with greater reverence and quiet 
when the paper was presented. Its 
adoption was moved and there was a 
unanimous vote. That paper has now 
been incorporated in these sheets before 
me and signed by the seal of our As- 
sembly. In my concluding remarks I 
am challenged and directed to read this 
directly to you. 


To the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States. 


Dear Brethren: 

The 163rd General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, meeting in a time 
filled with uncertainty and concern, 
sends to you, our brothers and sisters 
in the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, our love and the assur- 
ance of our prayers. It is our hope 
that this message to you will be given 
not only to your General Assembly but 
also to your presbyteries and congre- 
gations. We covet a reply that may be 
given to our presbyteries and congre- 
gations, since our General Assembly 
shall have adjourned before your own 
convenes. 

For many years we were one united 
church, worshiping and praying and 
working together for the conversion of 
our nation and world. We celebrate 
hext year one hundred and fifty years 
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of home missions effort to bring 
America to Christ. It is fitting that we 
celebrate together for we have wrought 
together. 

This is the ninetieth anniversary of 
the tragic General Assembly when our 
fathers were separated to go their own 
ways and to witness that division which, 
while healed in the nation we both love, 
has not been healed in the church we 
love even more. Our fathers have long 
ago found themselves one in the Church 
Triumphant in heaven. 

During that General Assembly of 1861 
and the years which have followed, some 
words have been spoken, articles writ- 
ten, charges made, and_ resolutions 
adopted which have not been worthy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ or his servants. 
Believing that before reconciliation can 
be had there must be forgiveness, we, 
therefore, as a General Assembly, hum- 
bly ask forgiveness of you for what- 
ever we as a church or whatever our 
people have done which has been un- 
worthy of our Savior or which has 
wounded you, our brethren (St. Mat- 
thew 5:23, 24). 

In the long years which have _ in- 
tervened since our house was divided, 
misunderstandings have developed. We, 
therefore, wish to bear this word of 
testimony to you. As a church we hold 
the same Confession of Faith and we 
held the same Confession during the 
years we were together. We desire 
no reunion with any church that does 
not confess Jesus Christ as Lord, as 
set forth in our common Confession 
and in the historic creeds of the Chris- 
tian Church, and as revealed in the 
Word of God. 

We wish also to affirm clearly that 
for us Jesus Christ is the sole Head of 
the church. We, with you, rejoice in 
common love for and loyalty to our 
nation, but we give our supreme loyalty 
as Christians to no earthly order but 
to Jesus Christ and to that Kingdom 
over which he rules as King. The fol- 
lowing article was added to our ordi- 
nation and installation service for 
ministers by the General Assembly of 
1950: 

“Do you believe in one God, Son and 
Hioly Spirit—and do you confess anew 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior 
and Lord, and acknowledge him Head 
over all things to the church, which is 
his body?” 

As a church we have enjoyed these 
recent years of following with you. Over 
1,700 of our churches and over 250,000 
of our people are in the states where 
your 3,600 churches and 700,000 peo- 
ple are located. We are confident of 
your Christian fairness and have come 
to think of a possible reunion, not in 
terms of one church “swallowing” the 
other, but in terms of each having more 
room in which to expand. We want no 
superimposing of one church on the 
other. We like to picture our coming 
together as two seas being joined. We 
believe that the ocean current which 

ultimately will bring us together are 
those of the living God, the love and 


prayer of Christ, the wisdom and power 
of the Holy Spirit, the need of the world 
for the gospel, and our common brother- 
hood. 

We welcome the United Presbyterian 
Church as a prospective partner in our 
reunion plans. We know the United 
Presbyterians as splendid Christian 
neighbors and friends. We are glad 
to be engaged with you and with them 
in a special program of acquaintance- 
ship and fellowship during this five- 
year period. We trust that the way 
will now be open for all three of us 
to develop further the Plan of Reunion. 
We hope and pray that God’s dealing, 
reconciling love will then lead us to- 
gether to the House of our God and 
to the church of our fathers where we 
shall find in each other an answer to 
our Blessed Savior’s prayer that we 
might all be one. 

/s/ Harrison Ray Anderson, 
Moderator. 
Barraclough, 

Recording Clerk. 

/s/ Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 

Chairman, Permanent Commission 

on Inter-Church Relations. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
May 30, 19651. 
(Seal) 


/s/ Henry 


Exchange of Ministers 


“Beloved brethren, his was unani- 
mously adopted and sent to you by the 
General Assembly adjourned May 30, 
1951. I close with this personal sug- 
gestion. In this period, on the level 
of our fellowship for cooperation and 
acquaintanceship, what would it not 
mean if perchance some one month out 
of the year were set aside for a mass 
exchange of ministers from your As- 
sembly into pulpits of our Assembly and 
of ministers from our Assembly into 
pulpits of your Assembly. Such a month 
might be January or February when 400 
or 500 or 600 of our corresponding 
minister would occupy our respective 
pulpits and in the afternoon or that 
day meet with the Sessions or all the 
officers and discuss mutually how our 
churches are operating and the em- 
phases in the church. 

“I offer this in closing as a sugges- 
tion as another avenue of approach that 
may keep us on this high level of fur- 
ther cooperation and acquaintanceship 
and in the providence of God, dear 
brethren, and in the near future, bring 
us together with the Lord Christ at 
the heart and center. This is our 
prayer, that it may be so.” 


ARPs Turn Down Proposals 


On the opening evening of the As- 
sembly the newspapers reported that 
Associate Reformed Presbyterians voted 
103-59 against union with any other 
group. This outcome had been fully 
predicted by well informed observers. 
This General Synod, meeting in Fair- 
lea, W. Va., had had before it a con- 
sideration of plans of union with either 
Southern Presbyterians or United Pres- 
byterians. 
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